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To His Excellency, J. M. Stone, Governor of Mississippi: 


Sır—I have the honor herewith to transmit to your Excel- 
leney the Biennial Report of the Superintendent of the 
Mississippi Institute for the Blind for the years 1880 and 1881; 
also the Report of the Secretary of the Board of Trustees, 
showing in full the disbursements on the various accounts 
with which we have had to deai, namely: The Support Fund, 
the Appropriation for the Erection of a New Building, and the 
Johnston Bequest Fund. " 

‘Under an act of the last Legislature, appropriating fifteen. 
thousand dollars for the erection of a new building, the Board 
of Trustees received plans, but found the amount appropriated 
wholly inadequate to put up such a building asthe wants of 
the blind required; and in closing a contract for the plan | 
adopted, were compelled to contract for a much larger amount 
than the appropriation. The Trustees cherishthe hope that 
their action in this matter will be duly appreciated, as a building 
of less capacity than the one adopted would by no means have 
met the wants of the blind. 

The report of our accomplished Architect will furnish full 
exhibits of the plans and estimates for a thorough, complete, 
and beautiful finish of the building and grounds, cisterns, .fen- 
ces, out-buildings, ete. 

I have the honor to be respectfully yours, © 

C. H. MANSHIP, 
: . President Board of Trustees. 

JACKSON, Miss., Dec. 28, 1881. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT, 


To the Trustees of the Mississippi Institution of Learning for the 
Blind: i 

GENTLEMEN—İn compliance with the lav requiring the Su- 
perintendent to report biennially to your honorable body, I 
herewith present a brief history of the Institution for the last.” 
two years. During this time we have receivedinto the school 
sixty-two pupils; average attendance, twenty-nine. Of this 
number thirty were males and twenty-four females. 

We have had for the past two sessions only eight colored pu- 
pils, all males; no provision having been made for colored fe- 
males. Several applications have been made us recently by 
males (white) desiring admission, but that department being 
full we have been compelled to decline receiving them until our 
new building is finished. 

The health of the pupils has been good, no serious cases of 
illness having occurred. Chills and colds were prevalent dur- 
ing the early part of the session but have now disappeared. 
Two of our little boys, however, were so unfortunate as to meet 
with severe accidents—one breaking an arm by a fall while’ as- 
cending a staircase, and the other fracturing a thigh bone while 
playing with a companion. Both received the best medical at- 
tention and careful nursing, and made a good recovery. 

The progress of the pupils in the Literary Department for the 
past two years has been very satisfactory. Tle branches 
taught are Spelling, Reading, Writing, Grammar, Descrip- 
tiye Geography,» Familiar Science, Arithmetic-——Mental and 
Practical History, Etymology, Elocution, Geometry and Nat- 
ural Philosophy! ‘The higher studies are taught for the most 
part orally. A large amount of general information is also 
imparted to the pupil by nightly readings of history, biography, 
travels and light literature of standard authors, as well as peri- 
odicals and papers containing the current news of the day. 

In music we have a larger number of pupils this year than 
usual, several of whom evince much talent for this beautiful 
art. This study has peculiar attractions for the blind, and not 
only affords them the means of gaining an independent liveli- 
hood, but is to them a source of infinite joy and happiness, puri 
fying and exalting their moral nature, and enabling them to 
compete successfully with the seeing in the great battle of life. 
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It has been asgerted by some who certainly cannot be familiar 
with the subject, that.the time and expense attendant upon 
the education of the blind in this department are misapplied. 
Facts however attest that no part of the education of the blind, 
where talent and industry are united, can be made so remuner- 
ative us a thorough knowledge of music. 

In the female work department much industry has been ex- 
hibited by the pupils, and very neat sewing is done by them, 
both on the sewing machine and by hand. The making of 
plain dresses and under garments, the hemming of sheets and 
towels, etc., is accomplished by them as nicely as if they had 
the gift of sight, while.many beautiful articles are made by 
them in bead work and crocheting, Knitting is also taught, 
and many of our pupils are furnished with socks and stockings 
in this way. 

The bead work, knitting and crocheting is in charge of one 
of our elder pupils, who fills this position very successfully. 

Mr. W. S. Skellenger, our efficient shop master, is still in 
charge of the mechanical department, and much excellent work 
is done in chair seating, mattress and broom making. Up- 
holstery is also taught those pupils who have sufficient nicety 
of touch to do the work successfully. Since I have taken 
charge of the Institution two new broom machines have 
been purchased, and the shop is now well supplied with all nec- 
essary implements for the trades taught in it. 

The prompt attendance of our pupils at the opening of 
school for the'past few years has contributed much to their 
advancement in the various branches taught them here. Before 
the close of our first week in this term we had, with two or 
three exceptions, our average number of pupils for the session. 
Some years back this was very far from being the case, and it 
would be often the last of December before we had anything 
like a full school. The improvement in attendance is due to 
the appropriation by the Legislature three years ago, of a sep- 
erate fund for the transportation of the blind, and they have 
shown their appreciation of this act by their prompt return to 
school. 

Since writing my last report, a very valuable contribution to 
the education of the blind has been made by the United States, 
embodied in an act of the Forty-fifth Congress, providing a 
permanent fund with an annual interest-of ten thousand dollars, 
and which is to be distributed among the various institutions 
for the blind in the United States in the shape of books and 
apparatus suitable for their use. 


We are indebted to the Hon. Albert S. Willis, of Kentucky, 
for the introduction of the bill, and thanks are due him from all 
the institutions for the blind of this country for his earnest ef- 
forts in behalf of the passage of said bill. We have received 
our quota in a number of much needed books and a valuable 
dissected map of the United: States. Our library has also re- 
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ceived recently another addition in the shape of a highly prized 
Bible in raised print, left us by Miss Helen Wilbourn, now de- 
ceased, who was formerly”a pupil of the institution. We also 
acknowledge with thanks the following papers: Jackson 
Clarion, Baptist Record, Boston Musical Record, Goodson Ga- 
zette, Mutes’ Companion:and Missletoe. Our pupils are in- 
debted also to Mrs, Judge Campbell and Mrs. Battly for tasty 
and useful presents made to them at various times, and which 
are highly appreciated. 

Appended to this report are the By-Laws of the Institution 
adopted by the Board of Trustees. 

Respectfully submitted, 
' W. S. LANGLEY, 
Superintendent. 
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CATALOGUE OF PUPILS-188e. 
FEMALES. COUNTY. 
Nannie Rutherford........................... Tippab.. 
Katie EE Tippsb.. 
Norah Jones.. ...... E E can cas e Tippah.. 
Florence Graves................ ............. Hinds.. 
Louisa Shumaker................ ... ....... Panols. 
Dora Hickman dare ele səmada. Lawrence... 
Arie JONES i625 26d lewd dn wer 2000 00 Amite. 
Mattie VVestbrook.......................1.... Franklim.. 
Debbie De. və ariel uk Aaa dola ə Lincoln. 
mg, scheie Pontotec.. 
LorenaBrown...................... 00 Pontotoe.. 
Barbara Seige 5 e ere Ee Sa e Bl Panola. 
Laura Paisley seis ekme ek edi adl a Panola. 
Alice Whittington..... EE . .......benten. : 
Sallie "Matgen wg ea ER sd e 53000 Marshall. 
Olivia Russell...... Serab so wi Union.. 
MALES. , COUNTY.: 
Dennis Walker................ SƏY. Simpson. 
Robert L. Barham............................. Pontotoc. 
VVhitman Peevy......................... ........Bincolm. 
Napoleon Case.................... DEE LINCO 
Septimus Kiernan.............. GE Lauderdale... 
VVilham VVactor.............................. Pike. 
Henry dohnson....................-..... .......-. SUMNER, 
Leonard Farr..................... ....... ) Marshal. 
Tommie VValne........................ .... .. Hinds... 
Boothe Drane:. vie iie Gee Elk de ek wee Montgomery-. 
‘John Hobbs..... 000070) ə ... Kazow 
VVilliam Gibbon................ ............. Issaquena.. 
Charlie Anderson............................ Attala. 
Cornelius YVinfree.................... ...... .. Hinds 
UOC Taylor aile oo wwe dae tas Be satiate Yalobushe_ 
, Richmond Cane...................... Seer Pike. 


David Beverly............................ _. Amite... 
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CATALOGUE OF PUPILS— 1881. 

EEMALES. COUNTY. 
Katie Smith............... bin .Tippah. 
Dora Hickman............ EE Lawrence. 
LacieBrown........................ A E Pontotoc. 
Lorena Brovn.............................. ,Pontotoc. 
Florence GraveS............................ ,Hinds. 
Louisa Shumaker............................ Panola 
Barbara Seleleri sə assa ə ga Panola. 
Ariejones............ ime ele is De zi Amite, 
Sallie Marcum............................... Marshall, 
Debbie Dean..............................8. Lincoln 
Nannie Rutherford........................... Tippah 
Nora dones,..................... “sə Tippah. 
Alice VVhittington................... 0500 Benton. 
EE Benton. 

MALES, COUNTY. 
Charlie Anderson................ 0 Attala 
Napoleon Case................... 7777” Lincoln. 
Whitman PeevYY.ı ea ed öde ai Lincoln, 
John Hobbes msi ei -Yazoo. 
William. “Gibbon misal anı adi vel Issaquena, 
Tommie YValne............................ .. Hinds. 
John Lavson................................ Rankin. 
Robert L. Barham........ ............... Pontotoc. 
Edward arts ai na EE alsa Lafayette. 
Septimus Kiernan........................ , .. Lauderdale. 
Dennis YValker..............................Simpson. 
Cornelius YVVinfree..............-............ Hinds. 
Joe KEE Yalobusha. 
James Robinson............................. "Yalobusha. 


Richmond Cane.... ............................. Pike. 
Samuel Mitchell............................ə Hinds. 


BY-LAWS OF THE INSTITUTION 


FOR THE 


INSTRUCTION OF THE BLIND. 


ARTICLE I. 


DESIGN OF THE INSTITUTE. 


Section 1. The design of the Institution shall be strictly 
educational, having reference only to the physical, mental and 
moral training of the young blind of both sexes residing in the 
State, and not to the providing of an Asylum for the aged and 
infirm, or a hospital for the treatment of disease. 

Sec, 2. It shall be regarded as a department of public in- 
struction, and, therefore, its privileges shall be tendered free of 
expense to all suitable applicants within the State, 

Sec. 3. Pupils from without the State may, at the discretion 
Of the Trustees, participate in the benefits of the Institution by 
paying a reasonable sum for their support and education. 


ARTICLE II. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


Section 1. The Board of Trustees shall hold its regular 
meetings at the Institute, and the day of meeting shall be the 
second Monday in each month, unless otherwise ordered “in 
special cases. 

Seo. 2. The majority of the members shall constitute a quo- 
rum for the transaction of business. 

Sro. 3. Special meetings may be called by the Pr BCE or 
by one of the Trustees and the ‘Superintendent. 


ARTICLE III. 
j THE SECRETARY. 


Secrron 1. The Secretary of Board shall be elected annually, 
by the Trustees, at their regular meetings in July, and be sub- 
, ject to removal.at any time, for just cause. 

Sec. 2. He shall issue all notices of the meetings of the 
Board, and keep full minutes of the proceedings, at each meet- 
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ing, furnish attested copies of the minutes to those whom they 
concern, when appropriate to do so. 

Sec; 3. He shall keep allaccounts between the Institution 
and the State Treasury Department, and shall draw all warrants 
upon the Treasury of the State, for the allowances be. the 
Board, which warrants shall be signed by the President and 
Secretary of the Board. 

Sec. 4. He shall furnish, annually, to the Board, on the first 
day of November, a detailed statement of the allowances made 
during the year, to accompany their annual report. He shall, 
also, furnish to the Board, for insertion in their annual report, 
a general statement of the expenses of the year, classified un- 
der appropriate heads. 

Src. 5. He shall carry on the financial correspondence of the 
Board, keeping copies of the letters, and carefully filing those 
received. 


ARTICLE IV. 
THE: SUPERINTENDENT. 


Secrion 1. The Board of Trustees shall elect the Superin- 
tendent of the Institution, and all necessary assistants; said oi- 
ficers to be removable at the pleasure of the Board. 

Sec. 2. He shall be the executive head of the Intitution, and 
the medium of communication between him and the Board of 
Trustees. 

Src. 3. He shall have the nomination, subject to confirma- 
tion by the Board, of all the teachers, and other assistant offi- 
cers in the Institution, together with the attending physician, 
and shall be responsible for the faithful performance of their 
several duties, as wellas for the advancement and good be- 
haviour of the pupils under their charge. 

Src. 4. He shail keep a register of all the pupils received 
into the Institution, embracing their names and ages, the causes 
and degrees of their blindness, tne dates of their admission 
and discharge, and post-office address of their parents or guar- 
dans, and such other information concerning them as may be , 
deemed important. 

Src. 5. In the school department, he shall prescribe the 
course and methods of instruction, the time to be devoted by 
teachers and purils to the several ‘branches of study, the appa- 
ratus and text books to be employed, the system of discipline, 
and other matters pertaining to the mental and moral im- 
provement of the pupiis. 

Sec. 6. In the Work Department he shall prescribe the kinds 
of work to be learned by the pupils, and the number of hours 
per day to be devoted to labor; and shall pass frequently 
through the several shops and work rooms, for the purpose of 
keeping himself informed of the progress and deportment of 
‘the pupils. He shall direct the manner in which the female 
branch of the Work Department shall be conducted. . 
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Sec. 7. He shall direct the purchase of the necessary appa- 
ratus for the vork-shops, : 

Sec. 8. In the female branch of the Work Department, he 
shall purchase, or cause to be purchased, all needful apparatus 
and materials, and cause all moneys received from sales of 
manufactured articles to be paid over to him, at the end of 
every month, keeping a strict account of his disbursements and 
receipts on account of the department. 

Sec, 9. In the Household Department, he shall prescribe the 
number of domestics, and otner assistants of a like character, 
to be employed, fix the ratesof compensation and pay their 
wages, presenting a monthly account to the Board for money 
thus paid out. . 

Sec. 10. He shall see that all pupils are comfortably and re- 
spectably clad, and when their parents, through inability or 
neglect, fail to supply them with the necessary clothing, he 
-shali supply the same, and present the accounts therefor to 
the Board for allowance. He shall also defray the traveling 
expenses of such pupils as are not provided with means by 
their friends, to return to their homes, when required to leave 
at the close of the session, or otherwis2, and present his account 
for the same, asin the case of expenditures for clothing;-and 
in case of the death of pupils, at the Institution, whose remains 
are not removed by their friends, he shall defray all necessary 
funzral expenses, presenting accounts for the same, in like 
manner as aforesaid. 

Sec. 11. All other ordinary expenses, whether of the House- 
hold or School Department, shall be defrayed by the Superin- 
tendent, and accounts for the same laid before the Board for 
examination and allowance. 

Sec. 12. Whatever furniture, ar paratus, work, material or 
the like, to any considerable amount, shall be needed, the Su- 
perintendent shall so inform the Trustees, and if they shall 
consent to the expenditure, he shall purchase the requisite 
articles, and present the accounts to the Board for allowance. 

Sec, 13. He shall have care of all the buildings and grounds 
of the Institution, and shall see that they be kept constantly in 
order, both as to cleanliness and minor repairs. 

Sec. 14. He shall exercise due care in the promotion of the 
health of the pupils by requiring of them frequent and thor- 
ough ablutions, exercise in the open air, and entire abstinence 
from all injurious practices, and providing them with plain, 
substantial diet, together with comfortable dormitory accom- 
modations, and in all cases of sickness shall see that they have 
prompt medical treatment, as well as every other necessary 
attention. 

Sec. 15; He shall endeavor to imbue the minds of the ‘pupils 
with strict principles of morality, requiring them to attend 
regularly upon public worship, at such places as may be sever- 
ally chosen by themselves or their friends. 
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Sec. 16. It shall be considered by him an essential feature in 
the management of the Institution to prevent all unnecessary 
intercourse between the male and female pupils, and he shall, 
therefore, see that they are never together, excepting in the class 
rooms during the hours of instruction, or in the presence of 
some Officer. 

Sec. 17. He shall make an annual report to the Trustees, em- 
bracing an account of the condition and progress of the several 
departments of the Institution, of the course of instruction pur- 
sued, and of the health and general improvement of the pupils. 

Seo. 18. He shall have power to suspend any subordinate 
officer for incompetency, or dereliction of duty until the next 
succeeding meeting of the Board, when he shall report the case 
for final adjustment by that body. < 


ARTICLE V. 


š z 
THE SCHOOL SESSION. P 


Section 1. There shall be an annual session of the school, 
commencing on the first Monday in October, and closing on the 
25th of June following. 

Sec.2. It shall be considered obligatory on all the pupils to 
spend the period of vacation at their respective homes, 

Sec. 3. When in any case the friends of a pupil shall fail to 
remove him or her at the commencement of vacation, the Su- 
perintendent shall do so at the expense of the Institution. 


ARTICLE VI. 


THE ADMISSION AND DISCHARGE OF PUPILS. 


Section 1. All blind persons residing in the State of Missis- 
sippi who are between the ages of nine and twenty-one years, 
and who are not incapacitated by physical, mental or moral in- 
firmity for useful instruction, shall be considered eligible for 
admission as pupils of the Institution; butno one whose age 
does not come within the limits just prescribed, shall be re- 
ceived, excepting in peculiar cases, and by special action of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Sec. 2. The Board shall cause to be prepared an appropriate 
circular, setting forth the objects of the Institution, the regu- 
lations pertaining to pupils, and such other information as inay 
be of interest to applicants, together with definite instructions 
as to the manner of procedure in making application; a copy 
of which circular shall be forwarded to the friends of any person 
wishing to become a pupil. 

Sec. 3. The Superintendent shall have authority to admit all 
applicants who come within the prescribed rules as to age, &c., 
but shall refer all other eases to the Board. , 
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Src. 4. All the regular pupils shall be required to be in at- 
tendence at the commencement of each session, and to remain 
until its close, unless prevented by sickness or other exigency. 

Seo. 5. There being no limit fixed by law for the time during 
which a pupil may remain in the Institution, it shall be left to 
the Superintendent and Trustees todetermine in each individ- 
ual cage as to the proper time of dismissal. 

Src. 6. Pupils may be expelled by the Superintendent for 
misconduct, when they shall be adjudged by him to be incorrigi- 
ble, or when, in his judgment, the good of the Institution de- 
mands it, but his action in such cases must be reported to the 
Board for final adjustment. 

Sec. 7. Pupils who complete their course of instruction with 
credit to themselves, may be furnished with a diploma by the 
Superintendent, signed by himself, and countersigned by the 
President and Secretary of the Board. 

Approved by the Board of Trustees. 

2 WM. B. TAYLOR, Secretary. 


SUPPORT FUND—1880. 


Report of the Secretary of Institution for the Blind for the fis- 
cal year, ending December 31, 1880. 


1880. 


Jan. 1. The Institution had on hand at this date in 

hands of our Treasurer, a cash balance on account 

of Transportation Fund amounting to......... $ 500 00 
Amount appropriated by the Legislature for the year , 


1880onaccountofSupportFund............... 8,250 00 
On account of Transportation................... 98 22 
Making the total amount subject to be drawn during 

(heyecan AÜ ea Create My gale atel $ 8,848 22 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

1880. 

Dec. 31. On the above amount subject to be drawn 

in 1880, warrants have been drawn on the Treas- 

urer during the year, by the Secretary and Presi- 

dent of the Board of Trustees, as per vouchers on 

file, to-wit: 

On account of Support Fund............ 27 $ 8,249 95 
On account Transportation........... .......... 450 00 
Amount balance on Transportation........ ...... 148 22 
Amount balance on Support................ ger? 05 

$ 8,848 22 

1881. 
dan, 1 Balance on hand on account of Support. 

PUN EE PİE DE GM ul 05 
Balance on hand on account of Transportation 

Fondi su is i nora ləğ dır e ae 148 27 

Total balance........................ $ 148 27 


WM. B. TAYLOR, 
Secretary, 


r [15 ] 
SUPPORT FUND-—1881. 


Report of the Secretary of Institution for the Blind for the fis- 
cal year ending December 31, 1881. 
1681, . 


Jan. 1. The Institution had on hand at this date, in 
hands of Treasurer, a cash balance on account of 


Support e envai, Sie me EE 05 
On account of Transportation Fund.............. ` 14822 
Amount appropriated by the Legislature for the 

year 1881 on account of Support fund assau. 8,250 00 
On account of Transportation Fund............. 98 22 

Total amount. ii Bala ...$ 8,496 49 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
1881. 


Dec. 31. On the above amount subject to be 
drawn in 1881, warrants have been drawn on the 
Treasurer during the year, by the Secretary and 
President of the Board of Trustees, as per vouch- 
ers on file as follows, to-wit: 


On account Support Fund.. anne, D 8,250 05 
On account of Transportation Tund............... 246 44 
: Total amount, 2000020000 $ 8,496 49 
WM. B. TAYLOR, 
Secretary. 


—— 


JOHNSON BEQUEST FUND. 


Report of the Secretary of Institution for the Blind, showing 
present condition of the J ohnson Bequest Fund. 
1881. 


Amount of Bequest.......................... e ........ . $ 5,000 00 
Amount collected to date... ..,..... 0... 98,750 00 
On account of which there has edi drawn to date 2, 111 75 
Balance in hands of Treasurer................... 1, 638 25 


After the 21st Dec., 1881, there will be five other 
notes of $250 00 each, payable 7 three months 
successively, amounting i in all to. sa. 1,250 00 
| "WM. B. TAYLOR, 
Secretary. 


NEW BUILDING FUND. 


. Report of the Secretary of Institution for the Blind, showing 
the amount appropriated by the Legislature for the new 
building, and the disbursements of the same. 


Amount appromnriated.............seeseeses0s00 e.s seesse .$15,000 00 


(16) 


On account of which the following amounts have 
been drawn: 


H.M.Taylor,Contractor................ es 13,452 Vo 
A. J. R. E. Zeuker, Architect........ ............ 631 88 
For Tablets suan ss adə eda 60 00 
J. McDonnel, cast iron sills......................... 855 36 
Total............. ......................”$15,000 00 
The original contract was for.............. . 21,275 00 
Raising basement one foot......... esas 1,050 00 
Changing pannels to brick work in first and second 
StOPIOS ə cS vo ett as ane, e wee ae nana 111 00 
Galvanizedworkontower....................... 363 00 
Dormer windows and 7 items as per Arehi. 
tect’s estimates.. GE NN end 00 
Balance due Architect. 000. SE E 1,517 80 
d KEE $5, 5,246 60 
By amount of appropriation disbursed as above... 15,000 00 
EE ss We hemes toe lt Be eS Rs , 10,546 80 


The above balance is necessary to complete the building under 
existing contract. ; 
WM. B. TAYLOR. 
; Secretary. 
d ge 
ARUHITECT’S ESTIMATE FOR NEW BUILDING. 


Amount requisite tor the following purposes, as per Architect’s 
estimates: 


For Hosair Heating Apparatus................ .$ 1,900 00 
For the necessary plumbing for protection against 

fire, and gasfixtureS.......................... 1,850 00 
For stationary and movable furniturs............ 2,100 00 
Three cisterns, capacity, each 4500 gallons....... 1,800 00 
For all proper drainage and severage, and to lay all 

drain-tiles of earthenware and PIPES siir əə 1,480 00 


For wrought iron fence for the improved part of the 

Asylum property, including foundation, brick wall, 

double and single gates, all complete and put up 3,750 00 
Enclosing balance of ground with plank fence.. «40 00 
For all surface grading, terracing the grounds, dig- 

ging, leveling and graveling walks, paving and 


soddi e c's ela pe al iü a EE a al iae 2,800 00 
To erect galleries all along the front and rear of the 

Maid, EE 1,750 00 

gd ya) EE $18,270 00 


WM. B. TAYLOR, 
Secretary. 


